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who has her sights set on William. There’s also the (justifiably) muchloathed Member of Parliament Oedipus Snark; his mother, Berthea,
who’s writing his biography and hating every minute of it; and his longsuffering girlfriend, Barbara, a literary agent who would like to be his
wife (but, then, she’d like to be almost anyone’s wife). There’s the
vitamin evangelist, the psychoanalyst, the art student with a puzzling
boyfriend and Freddie de la Hay, the Pimlico terrier who insists on
wearing a seat belt and is almost certainly the only avowed vegetarian
canine in London. Filled with the ins and outs of neighborliness in all its
unexpected variations, Corduroy Mansions showcases the life, laughter
and humanity that have become the hallmarks of Alexander McCall
Smith’s work.
Tears of the Giraffe - Alexander McCall Smith 2003-01-01
THE NO.1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY introduced the world to the
one and only Precious Ramotswe - the engaging and sassy owner of
Botswana's only detective agency. TEARS OF THE GIRAFFE, McCall
Smith's second book, takes us further into this world as we follow Mama
Ramotswe into more daring situations ... Among her cases this time are
wayward wives, unscrupulous maids, and the challenge to resolve a
mother's pain for her son who is long lost on the African plains. Indeed,
Mma Ramotswe's own impending marriage to the most gentlemanly of
men, Mr J.L.B. Matekoni, the promotion of Mma's secretary to the dizzy
heights of Assistant Detective, and the arrival of new members to the
Matekoni family, all brew up the most humorous and charmingly
entertaining of tales. * TEARS OF THE GIRAFFE was selected as one of
the GUARDIAN's top ten 'Fiction Paperbacks of the Year, 2000
The Joy and Light Bus Company - Alexander McCall Smith 2021-11-16
In this latest installment in the beloved No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series, Mma Ramotswe is tempted to put the brakes on a business
venture before it even gets rolling. Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni attends a course
hosted by the local chamber of commerce entitled “Where Is Your
Business Going?” But rather than feeling energized, he comes back in
low spirits, not sure if he should be satisfied with the already venerable
and successful Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors. Then an old friend from
school approaches him with an exciting new business venture. When it
turns out he will need to mortgage the garage in order to pursue this
endeavor, Mma Ramotswe and Mma Makutsi worry about the potential
repercussions for his current business—as well as for their own. But even
as she puzzles over mysteries on the domestic front, Mma Ramotswe’s
professional duties must take precedence. When a concerned son learns
that his aging father’s nurse now stands to inherit the family home, he
begins to doubt her intentions and takes his case to Botswana’s premier
detective agency. Fortunately, Mma Ramotswe and Mma Makutsi,
committed agents of justice, agree to investigate. Tricky as these matters
may be, Mma Ramotswe, armed with her usual supply of tact, humor and
good will, knows that the most creative solutions are often found with the
support of friends and family and a cup of red bush tea. With these
reliable assets, she is certain to ensure that all involved find the
happiness that they deserve.
Yes Man - Danny Wallace 2010-05-11
Recently single, Danny Wallace was falling into loneliness and isolation.
When a stranger on a bus advises, "Say yes more," Wallace vows to say
yes to every offer, invitation, challenge, and chance. In Yes Man, Wallace
recounts his months-long commitment to complete openness with
profound insight and humbling honesty. Saying yes takes Wallace into a
new plane of existence: a place where money comes as easily as it goes,
nodding a lot can lead to a long weekend overseas with new friends, and
romance isn't as complicated as it seems. Yes eventually leads to the
biggest question of all: "Do you, Danny Wallace, take this woman . . ."
Yes Man is inspiring proof that a little willingness can take anyone to the
most wonderful of places.
Love in the Time of Bertie - Alexander McCall Smith 2022-02-22
The latest installment in the delightful 44 Scotland Street series finds all

The Full Cupboard of Life - Alexander McCall Smith 2005-01-25
THE NO. 1 LADIES’ DETECTIVE AGENCY - Book 5 Fans around the
world adore the best-selling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series and its
proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. In
this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with help from her loyal
associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and her personal life with
wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of tea. Still engaged to the
estimable Mr J.L.B. Matekoni, Mma Ramotswe understands that she
should not put too much pressure on him, as he has other concerns,
especially a hair-raising request from the ever persuasive Mma
Potokwane, matron of the orphan farm. Besides Mma Ramotswe herself
has weighty matters on her mind. She has been approached by a wealthy
lady to check up on several suitors. Are these men interested in the lady
or just her money? This may be a difficult case, but it's just the kind of
problem Mma Ramotswe likes and she is, as we know, a very intuitive
lady.
Tears of the Giraffe - Alexander McCall Smith 2003-12-16
Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s
premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with
help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and
her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of
tea. Precious Ramotswe is the eminently sensible and cunning proprietor
of the only ladies’ detective agency in Botswana. In Tears of the Giraffe
she tracks a wayward wife, uncovers an unscrupulous maid, and
searches for an American man who disappeared into the plains many
years ago. In the midst of resolving uncertainties, pondering her
impending marriage to a good, kind man, Mr. J. L. B. Matekoni, and the
promotion of her talented secretary (a graduate of the Botswana
Secretarial College, with a mark of 97 per cent), she also finds her family
suddenly and unexpectedly increased by two.
Portuguese Irregular Verbs - Alexander McCall Smith 2010-04-30
A deliciously entertaining new series by the bestselling author of The No.
1 Ladies’ Detective Agency The many fans of Precious Ramotswe will find
further cause for celebration in the protagonist of Alexander McCall
Smith’s irresistibly funny trilogy, the eminent (if shamefully under-read)
philologist Professor Dr. Mortiz-Maria von Igelfeld of the Institute at
Regensburg. Unnaturally tall, hypersensitive to slights, and oblivious to
his own frequent gaucheries, von Igelfeld is engaged in a never-ending
quest to win the respect he knows is due him. Portuguese Irregular
Verbs follows the Professor from a busman’s holiday researching old
Irish obscenities to a flirtation with a desirable lady dentist. In The Finer
Points of Sausage Dogs, von Igelfeld practices veterinary medicine
without a license, transports relics for a schismatically challenged Coptic
prelate and is mobbed by marriage-minded widows on board a
Mediterranean cruise ship. In At the Villa of Reduced Circumstances, the
final novel in the trilogy, we find our hero suffering the slings of
academic intrigue as a visiting fellow at Cambridge, and the slings of
outrageous fortune in an eventful Columbian adventure.
The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency Collection - Alexander McCall
Smith 2009-12-01
Corduroy Mansions - Alexander McCall Smith 2010-07-13
CORDUROY MANSIONS - Book 1 In the Corduroy Mansions series of
novels, set in London’s hip Pimlico neighborhood, we meet a cast of
charming eccentrics, including perhaps the world’s most clever terrier,
who make their home in a handsome, though slightly dilapidated,
apartment block. Corduroy Mansions is the affectionate nickname given
to a genteel, crumbling mansion block in London’s vibrant Pimlico
neighborhood and the home turf of a captivating collection of quirky and
altogether McCall-Smithian characters. There’s the middle-aged wine
merchant William, who’s trying to convince his reluctant twenty-fouryear-old son, Eddie, to leave the nest; and Marcia, the boutique caterer
tears-of-the-giraffe-no-1-ladies-detective-agency
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our favorite residents up to their usual hilarious hijinks. In the
microcosm of 44 Scotland Street, all of life’s richness is found in the
glorious goings-on of its residents. There’s Domenica, whose
anthropological training has honed her observations of her neighbors;
Matthew, whose growing triplets are more than a handful; Bruce, whose
challenge as ever is thinking of anything but himself; and Big Lou, who
may just have found her shot at romance. And of course, there’s young
Bertie Pollock, whose starry-eyed explorations of Edinburgh’s New Town
are a touching reminder that life itself is an adventure and there’s joy to
be found wherever you choose to look.
The Kalahari Typing School for Men - Alexander McCall Smith
2010-05-21
THE NO. 1 LADIES DETECTIVE AGENCY. FOR ALL CONFIDENTIAL
MATTERS AND ENQUIRIES. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED FOR ALL
PARTIES. UNDER PERSONAL MANAGEMENT. A beguiling mystery and
lyrical novel of Africa -- the fourth in a series that the L.A. Times calls
“thoroughly engaging and entertaining.” Now that The No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency (the only detective agency for ladies and others in
Botswana) is established, its founder, Precious Ramotswe, can look upon
her life with pride: she’s reached her late thirties (“the finest age to be”),
has a house, two children, a good fiancé -- Mr. J. L. B. Matekoni -- and
many satisfied customers. But life is never without its problems. It turns
out that her adopted son is responsible for the dead hoopoe bird in the
garden; her assistant, Mma Makutsi, wants a husband and needs help
with her idea to open the Kalahari Typing School for Men; yet Mma
Ramotswe’s sexist rival has no trouble opening his Satisfaction
Guaranteed Detective Agency across town. Will Precious Ramotswe’s
delightfully cunning and profoundly moral methods save the day? Follow
the continuing story of Botswana’s first lady detective in the irresistible
The Kalahari Typing School for Men.
The Good Husband of Zebra Drive - Alexander McCall Smith
2007-04-17
Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s
premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with
help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and
her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of
tea. There is rarely a dull moment in the life of Precious Ramotswe, and
on Zebra Drive and Tlokweng Road many changes are afoot. Mr. J.L.B.
Matekoni wants be put in charge of a case involving an errant husband,
and Mma Makutsi is considering leaving the agency, taking her near
perfect score on the Botswana Secretarial College typing exam with her.
Meanwhile, Mma Ramotswe has been asked to investigate a series of
unexpected deaths at the hospital in Mochudi. Along the way, she
encounters other tricky mysteries, and once again displays her undying
love for Botswana, a country of which she is justly proud.
The Colors of All the Cattle - Alexander McCall Smith 2018-11-06
In this latest installment of the beloved and best-selling No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency series, Precious Ramotswe finds herself running for
office—much to her dismay. When Mma Potokwane suggests to Mma
Ramotswe that she run for a seat on the Gaborone City Council, Mma
Ramotswe is at first reluctant. But when she learns that developers plan
to build the flashy Big Fun Hotel next to a graveyard, she allows herself
to be persuaded. Her opponent is none other than Mma Makutsi’s old
nemesis, Violet Sephotho, who is in the pocket of the hotel developers.
Although Violet is intent on using every trick in the book to secure her
election, Mma Ramotswe refuses to guarantee anything beyond what she
can deliver; hence her slogan: “I can’t promise anything—but I shall do
my best.” Meanwhile, Mma Ramotswe has acquired a new client: one of
her late father’s old friends, who was the victim of a hit-and-run accident.
Charlie volunteers to be the lead investigator in the case to prove he’s
ready to be more than an apprentice, as well as to impress a new
girlfriend. With Charlie’s inquiries landing him in hot water and Election
Day fast approaching, Mma Ramotswe will have to call upon her good
humor and generosity of spirit to help the community navigate these
thorny issues, and to prove that honesty and compassion will always
carry the day.
The Woman Who Walked in Sunshine - Alexander McCall Smith
2015-10-27
Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s
premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with
help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and
her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of
tea. Precious Ramotswe, the esteemed proprietor of the No. 1 Ladies’
tears-of-the-giraffe-no-1-ladies-detective-agency

Detective Agency, now faces her greatest challenge yet: a vacation!
Business is slow at the agency—so slow in fact that, for the first time in
her distinguished career, Mma Ramotswe has reluctantly agreed to take
a holiday. The week of uninterrupted peace is cut short, however, when
she meets Samuel, a wayward young boy with a troubled past. Moreover,
Mma Ramotswe can’t help but wonder how the agency is faring in her
absence. Her worries grow when she discovers that Mma Makutsi is
handling a rather delicate case. Ultimately, the situation will require
Mma Ramotswe to draw upon her kindness, generosity, and good sense,
and will serve to remind them all that ordinary human failings should be
treated with a large helping of charity and compassion.
How to Raise an Elephant - Alexander McCall Smith 2020-11-24
In this latest installment in the cherished No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series, Mma Ramotswe must balance family obligations with the growing
needs of one of Charlie’s pet projects. Precious Ramotswe loves her
dependable old van. Yes, it sometimes takes a bit longer to get going
now, and it has developed some quirks over the years, but it has always
gotten the job done. This time, though, the world—and Charlie—may be
asking too much of it, for when he borrows the beloved vehicle, he
returns it damaged. And, to make matters worse, the interior seems to
have acquired an earthy smell that even Precious can’t identify. But the
olfactory issue is not the only mystery that needs solving. Mma
Ramotswe is confronted by a distant relative, Blessing, who asks for help
with an ailing cousin. The help requested is of a distinctly pecuniary
nature, which makes both Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni and Mma Makutsi
suspicious. And there is no peace at home, either, as the new neighbors
are airing their marital grievances rather loudly. Still, Mma Ramotswe is
confident that the solutions to all of these difficulties are there to be
discovered—as long as she is led by kindness, grace, and logic and can
rely on the counsel of her friends and loved ones.
Morality For Beautiful Girls - Alexander McCall Smith 2008-10-02
THE THIRD BOOK IN THE BELOVED NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE
AGENCY SERIES The one with the boy who might have been raised by
lions . . . Facing financial trouble, the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency is
obliged to move into the same premises as Tlokweng Road Speedy
Motors. And on top of her domestic complications with her fiance Mr J. L.
B. Matekoni and his adopted children, Motholeli and Puso, Mma
Ramotswe faces several challenging cases. These include some
unattractive behaviour among the contestants in a beauty pageant, and
the perplexing discovery of a boy running wild, who smells of lion . . .
'Unalloyed pleasure' Sunday Telegraph
La's Orchestra Saves the World - Alexander McCall Smith 2009-12-08
A heart-warming stand alone novel about the life-affirming powers of
music and company during a time of war, from the best-selling and
beloved author of The No.1 Ladies' Detective Agency. When Lavender,
La to her friends, moves to the Suffolk countryside, it’s not just to escape
the London Blitz but also to flee the wreckage of a disastrous marriage.
But as she starts to become a part of the community, she detects a sense
of isolation. Her deep love of music and her desire to bring people
together inspire her to start an orchestra. Little did she know that
through this orchestra she would not only give hope and courage to the
people of the community, but also that she would meet a man, Feliks, a
shy upright Pole, who would change her life forever.
The Limpopo Academy of Private Detection - Alexander McCall
Smith 2012-04-03
THE NO. 1 LADIES’ DETECTIVE AGENCY - Book 13 Fans around the
world adore the best-selling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series and its
proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. In
this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with help from her loyal
associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and her personal life with
wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of tea. Precious Ramotswe
is haunted by a repeated dream: a vision of a tall, strange man who waits
for her beneath an acacia tree. Odd as this is, she’s far too busy to worry
about it. The best apprentice at Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors is in
trouble with the law and stuck with the worst lawyer in Gaborone. Grace
Makutsi and Phuti Radiphuti are building the house of their dreams, but
their builder is not completely on the up and up. And, most shockingly,
Mma Potokwane, defender of Botswana’s weak and downtrodden, has
been dismissed from her post as matron at the orphan farm. Can the No.
1 Ladies’ Detective Agency help restore the beloved matron to her
rightful position? As wealthy and powerful influences at the orphan farm
become allied against their friend, help arrives from an unexpected
visitor: the tall stranger from Mma Ramotswe’s dreams, who turns out to
be none other than the estimable Clovis Andersen, author of the No. 1
Ladies’ prized manual, The Principles of Private Detection. Together,
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Mma Ramotswe, Mma Makutsi, and their teacher-turned-colleague help
right this injustice and in the process discover something new about
being a good detective. BONUS MATERIAL: This ebook edition includes
an excerpt from Alexander McCall Smith's The Minor Adjustment Beauty
Salon.
The Muscle Machine - Alexander McCall Smith 2006-01
Gordon is frustrated that Ted, the school bully, gets away with pushing
people around, including Gordon! So, when he spots an advertisement
for Mr World's muscle machine, he's decides to send off for one. 'Don't
be impatient' says the instruction booklet that comes with the machine.
Take it bit by bit and you'll be surprised at what happens!'
The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency - Alexander McCall Smith 2018-02-27
Fans around the world adore the best-selling No. 1 Ladies' Detective
Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana's
premier lady detective. In the first book of the bestselling series, Mma
Ramotswe - with help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi - navigates
her cases and her personal life with wisdom, good humour and the
occasional cup of tea. Wayward daughters. Missing Husbands.
Philandering partners. Curious conmen. If you've got a problem, and no
one else can help you, then pay a visit to Precious Ramotswe, Botswana's
only - and finest - female private detective. Her methods may not be
conventional, and her manner not exactly Miss Marple, but she's got
warmth, wit and canny intuition on her side, not to mention Mr J. L. B.
Matekoni, the charming proprietor of Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors.
And Precious is going to need them all as she sets out on the trail of a
missing child, a case that tumbles our heroine into a hotbed of strange
situations and more than a little danger . . . Delightfully different, THE
NO.1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY offers a captivating glimpse of an
unusual world.
The Miracle at Speedy Motors - Alexander McCall Smith 2009-03-10
Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s
premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with
help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and
her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of
tea. Under the endless skies of Botswana, there is always something
Mma Ramotswe can do to help someone and here she finds herself
assisting a woman looking for her family. The problem is the woman
doesn't know her real name or whether any of her family members are
still alive. Meanwhile, Mma Makutsi is the recipient of a beautiful new
bed that causes more than a few sleepless nights. And, at Tlokweng Road
Speedy Motors, Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni has come under the influence of a
doctor promising a miracle cure for his daughter's medical condition,
which Mma Ramotswe finds hard to accept. Nonetheless, Precious
Ramotswe handles these things in her usual compassionate and goodnatured way, while always finding time for a cup of red bush tea.
The Sweet Remnants of Summer - Alexander McCall Smith 2022-07-19
The latest Isabel Dalhousie novel finds our favorite moral philosopher is
caught up in a delicate dispute between members of a prominent family
as her husband, Jamie, is dragged into his own internecine rivalry. When
Isabel is invited to serve on the advisory committee of the Scottish
National Portrait Gallery, her husband, Jamie, expresses concern about
the demands on her time. Never one to duck an obligation, however,
Isabel says she’d be happy to join. There she meets a woman named
Laura, whose husband—a prominent wine merchant from an illustrious
family—and son are at odds. Laura asks whether Isabel might arbitrate
between them. Isabel is reluctant to intervene in a familial drama but,
always one for practical and courteous solutions to theoretical problems,
she feels obligated to help. Will the demands on her moral attention
never cease? Meanwhile, having criticized Isabel for getting involved in
the affairs of others, Jamie does precisely that himself. He’s helping to
select a new cellist for his ensemble but suspects that the conductor’s
attention may be focused on something other than his favored
candidate’s cello skills. Jamie feels it’s important that the most qualified
applicant gets the job—but how to determine whether the conductor has
the right qualifications in mind? With so many complicated and fraught
issues demanding their attention, Isabel and Jamie will have to tap deep
into their reserves of tact and goodwill as they navigate the tricky and
turbulent waters of these emotional matters.
In the Company of Cheerful Ladies - Alexander McCall Smith 2006-03-14
Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s
premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with
help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and
her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of
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tea. Precious is busier than usual at the detective agency when she
discovers an intruder in her house on Zebra Drive—and perhaps even
more baffling—a pumpkin on her porch. Her associate, Mma Makutsi,
also has a full plate. She's taken up dance lessons, only to be partnered
with a man with two left feet. And at Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors,
where Mr J.L.B. Matekoni is already overburdened with work, one of his
apprentices has run off with a wealthy older woman. But what finally
rattles Mma Ramotswe’s normally unshakable composure is a visitor who
forces her to confront a difficult secret from her past.
Blue Shoes and Happiness - Alexander McCall Smith 2006-04-18
Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s
premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with
help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and
her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of
tea. Life is good for Mma Ramotswe as she sets out with her usual
resolve to solve people’s problems, heal their misfortunes, and untangle
the mysteries that make life interesting. And life is never dull on
Tlokweng Road. A new and rather too brusque advice columnist is
appearing in the local paper. Then, a cobra is found in the offices of the
No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency. Recently, the Mokolodi Game Preserve
manager feels an infectious fear spreading among his workers, and a
local doctor may be falsifying blood pressure readings. To further
complicate matters, Grace Makutsi may have scared off her own fiancé.
Mma Ramotswe, however, is always up to the challenge. And Blue Shoes
and Happiness will not fail to entertain Alexander McCall Smith’s oldest
fans and newest converts with its great wit, charm, and great good will.
The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency - Alexander McCall Smith 2009
Working in Gaborone, Botswana, Precious Ramotswe investigates several
local mysteries, including a search for a missing boy and the case of the
clinic doctor with different personalities for different days of the week.
Forty-four Scotland Street - Alexander McCall Smith 2005
When Pat rents a room in Edinburgh, she acquires some interesting
neighbors--including a pushy Stockbridge mother and her talented, saxplaying, five-year-old son. Her job at an art gallery hardly keeps her busy
until she suspects one painting in the collection may be an undiscovered
work by a Scottish master.
To the Land of Long Lost Friends - Alexander McCall Smith 2019-10-22
In the latest book in the widely beloved No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency
series, Precious Ramotswe takes on a case for a childhood acquaintance
and finds that family relationships are always a tricky proposition—even
for Botswana's premier female detective. Mma Ramotswe has
reconnected with an old friend who has been having problems with her
daughter. Though Precious feels compelled to lend a hand, she discovers
that getting involved in family affairs is always a delicate affair. The
young woman appears to be involved with a charismatic preacher. But
are his ministrations entirely of a godly nature? Elsewhere, Charlie is
also struggling with a tricky matter of the heart. He wishes to propose to
his girlfriend, Queenie-Queenie, but he's struggling to come up with a
bride price that will impress her father. When Queenie-Queenie's brother
offers to help by giving him a job, the offer may not be quite what Charlie
expected. As always, Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni will offer wise counsel, Mma
Makutsi will weigh in with her opinions, and Mma Potokwane will be
there with her welcome fruit cake. But in the end it will be up to Mma
Ramotswe to reflect on love, family, and the nature of men and women in
order to resolve family dramas and remind everyone about all the good
things they have in life—so many, in fact, that it would take far too long
to count them.
Tears of the Giraffe - Alexander McCall Smith 2003
For use in schools and libraries only. Sleuth Precious Ramotswe searches
for a young man who vanished on the African plains while dealing with
her engagement to J. L. B. Matekoni, sudden motherhood, and her
recently promoted new assistant.
The Saturday Big Tent Wedding Party - Alexander McCall Smith
2011-03-22
The twelfth installment in the beloved, bestselling series is once again a
beautiful blend of wit and wisdom, and a profoundly touching tale of the
human heart. Precious Ramotswe is haunted by a dream in which she is
driving her dear old white van. Grace Makutsi dreams that her 97
percent on the Botswana Secretarial College exam was a mistake. When
Mma Ramotswe discovers that her van is actually still in use (and, of
course, sets out to retrieve it), Mma Makutsi wonders whether her dream
will turn out to be prophetic as well. They can only wait and see, but, in
the meantime, one of Phuti Radiphuti's apprentices has gotten a girl
pregnant and, under pressure to marry her, has run away. Naturally, it is
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up to Precious and Grace to help the couple work things out. In other
developments, Mma Ramotswe investigates a case of rural jealousy in
which cattle are being poisoned. Add to the mix Violet Sephotho's newly
begun, already unstoppable run for the Botswana Parliament and the
possibility that wedding bells may finally ring for Phuti Radiphuti and
Grace Makutsi — whose love for each other is as great as their love for
Botswana — and we have a charming and delightful tale from the
inimitable Alexander McCall Smith.
The Handsome Man's De Luxe Café - Alexander McCall Smith
2014-10-28
Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s
premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with
help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and
her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of
tea. Over the years Mma Ramotswe has found many lost things, but
never before has she been asked to help a woman find herself—until
now. A kindhearted brother and sister have taken in a nameless woman
with no memory of her own history or how she came to Botswana. It falls
to Precious Ramotswe and her new co-director, Grace Makutsi, to
discover the woman's identity. Meanwhile, motherhood proves to be no
obstacle to Mma Makutsi’s professional success, as she launches a new
enterprise of her own: the Handsome Man's De Luxe Café, a restaurant
for Gaborone’s most fashionable diners. And next door, Mr. J.L.B.
Matekoni is forced to make a choice that will directly affect not only
Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors, but the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
as well. With sympathy and indefatigable good humor, Mma Ramotswe
and her friends see one another through these major changes and
discover along the way what true friendship really means.
Tiny Tales - Alexander McCall Smith 2021-05-04
It is often said that the best things in life come in small packages; anyone
in search of proof need look no further than the stories in this collection
from the acclaimed author of the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency series:
brief, utterly engaging tales that offer lasting surprise and delight,
accompanied by charming illustrations by Iain McIntosh. In Tiny Tales,
Alexander McCall Smith explores romance, ambition, kindness, and
happiness in thirty short stories accompanied by thirty witty cartoons
designed by Iain McIntosh, McCall Smith’s longtime creative
collaborator. Here we meet the first Australian pope, who hopes to finally
find some peace and quiet back home in Perth; a psychotherapist turned
motorcycle racetrack manager; and an aspiring opera singer who gets
her unlikely break onstage. And, of course, we spend time in McCall
Smith’s beloved Scotland, where we are introduced to progressive
Vikings, a group of housemates with complex romantic entanglements,
and a couple of globe-trotting dentists. These tales and illustrations
depict the full scope of human experience and reveal the rich tapestry of
life—painted in miniature.
How the First Letter Was Written - Rudyard Kipling 2015-05-01
Original and unabridged text of Rudyard Kipling's timeless classic. With
refreshingly new illustrations. If you have ever asked, "how did the camel
get his hump?" If you have ever wondered, "how did the leopard get his
spots?" Then you are a very special kind of curious person who will love
the answers in these books.
Morality for Beautiful Girls Dd - Alexander McCall Smith 2007-02-01

impending marriage to a good, kind man, Mr. J. L. B. Matekoni, and the
promotion of her talented secretary (a graduate of the Botswana
Secretarial College, with a mark of 97 per cent), she also finds her family
suddenly and unexpectedly increased by two.
The Double Comfort Safari Club - Alexander McCall Smith 2010-04-20
Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s
premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with
help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and
her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of
tea. In this story, Precious Ramotswe deals with issues of mistaken
identity and great fortune against the beautiful backdrop of Botswana’s
remote and striking Okavango Delta. Mma Ramotswe and Mma Makutsi
head to a safari camp to carry out a delicate mission on behalf of a
former guest who has left one of the guides a large sum of money. But
once they find their man, Precious begins to sense that something is not
right. To make matters worse, shortly before their departure Mma
Makutsi’s fiancé, Phuti Radiphuti, suffers a debilitating accident, and
when his aunt moves in to take care of him, she also pushes Mma
Makutsi out of the picture. Could she be trying to break up the
relationship? Finally, a local priest and his wife independently approach
Mma Ramotswe with concerns of infidelity, creating a rather unusual and
tricky situation. Nevertheless, Precious is confident that with a little
patience, kindness and good sense things will work out for the best,
something that will delight her many fans.
The Minor Adjustment Beauty Salon - Alexander McCall Smith
2013-11-05
Modern ideas get tangled up with traditional ones in the latest intriguing
installment in the beloved, best-selling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series. Precious Ramotswe has taken on two puzzling cases. First she is
approached by the lawyer Mma Sheba, who is the executor of a deceased
farmer’s estate. Mma Sheba has a feeling that the young man who has
stepped forward may be falsely impersonating the farmer’s nephew in
order to claim his inheritance. Mma Ramotswe agrees to visit the farm
and find out what she can about the self-professed nephew. Then the
proprietor of the Minor Adjustment Beauty Salon comes to Mma
Ramotswe for advice. The opening of her new salon has been shadowed
by misfortune. Not only has she received a bad omen in the mail, but
rumors are swirling that the salon is using dangerous products that burn
people’s skin. Could someone be trying to put the salon out of business?
Meanwhile, at the office, Mma Ramotswe has noticed something
different about Grace Makutsi lately. Though Mma Makutsi has
mentioned nothing, it has become clear that she is pregnant . . . But in
Botswana—a land where family has always been held above all else—this
may be cause for controversy as well as celebration. With genuine
warmth, sympathy, and wit, Alexander McCall Smith explores some
tough questions about married life, parenthood, grief, and the
importance of the traditions that shape and guide our lives. This is the
fourteenth installment in the series. This ebook edition includes a
Reading Group Guide.
Tears of the Giraffe Tea Time for the Traditionally Built - Alexander McCall Smith
2010-03-09
The 10th! instalment in this infinitely enjoyable series finds the evercharming, ever-resourceful Mma Ramostwe helping people, and vans,
with problems in their lives. Mma Ramotswe’s tiny white van has
developed a disturbing noise. But having made numerous repairs to the
van over the years, Mr J.L.B. Matekoni – her estimable husband and
mechanic nonpareil – sells it without telling her and presents her with a
new, characterless vehicle. So Mma Ramotswe sets out to recover the
van. . . . In the meantime, the thoroughly unpleasant, yet glamorous,
Violet Sephotho (who earned 50 percent, at most!, in the final
examinations of the Botswana Secretarial College) gets herself a job at
the Double Comfort Furniture Store. Why? The reason is obvious: to
make a play for Mma Makutsi’s fiancé, Mr Phuti Radiphuti. And a
proprietor of a local football team has enlisted the No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency to help explain their dreadful losing streak: surely
someone is fixing the games – it can’t just be a case of unskilled players .
. . This is a job for Charlie, ever-apprentice at the Speedy Motors, to sniff
out the competence of the players, as an assistant detective. . . .
The Right Attitude to Rain - Alexander McCall Smith 2009-02-24
The delectable new installment in the bestselling and already beloved
adventures of Isabel Dalhousie and her no-nonsense housekeeper, Grace.
When friends from Dallas arrive in Edinburgh and introduce Isabel to

Tears of the Giraffe - Alexander McCall Smith 2008-10-02
THE SECOND BOOK IN THE BELOVED NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE
AGENCY SERIES The one where Precious gains a new family . . . Mma
Ramotswe of the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency is hoping to set up home
with Mr J.L.B. Maketoni. But first she must deal with his scheming,
misbehaving maid. She also has to confront the most difficult case of her
career so far: that of an American who went missing ten years ago, and
about whom all leads have long since dried up. Then there are not one,
but two sudden additions to Mma's family . . .
Tears of the Giraffe - Alexander McCall Smith 2002-09-03
Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s
premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with
help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and
her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of
tea. Precious Ramotswe is the eminently sensible and cunning proprietor
of the only ladies’ detective agency in Botswana. In Tears of the Giraffe
she tracks a wayward wife, uncovers an unscrupulous maid, and
searches for an American man who disappeared into the plains many
years ago. In the midst of resolving uncertainties, pondering her
tears-of-the-giraffe-no-1-ladies-detective-agency
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Tom Bruce – a bigwig at home in Texas – several confounding situations
unfurl at once. Tom’s young fiancée’s roving eye leads Isabel to believe
that money may be the root of her love for Tom. But what, Isabel
wonders, is the root of the interest Tom begins to show for Isabel
herself? And she can’t forget about her niece, Cat, who’s busy falling for
a man whom Isabel suspects of being an incorrigible mama’s boy. Of
course Grace and Isabel’s friend Jamie counsel Isabel to stay out of all of
it, but there are irresistible philosophical issues at stake – when to tell
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the truth and when to keep one’s mouth shut, to be precise – and
philosophical issues are meat and drink to Isabel Dalhousie, editor of the
Review of Applied Ethics. In any case, she’s certain of the ethical basis
for a little sleuthing now and again – especially when the problems
involve matters of the heart.
Akimbo and the Elephants - Alexander McCall Smith 2007-01-23
On the African game preserve where his father works, Akimbo devises a
dangerous plan to capture a ring of elephant poachers.
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